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Newsletter of St. Gregoryõs Episcopal Church 
Littleton, Colorado 

 
 

, ?
 

Join us in celebrating the season: 

 

December 6: St. Nicholas Day. We usually have this venerable saint join us on the 

Sunday closest to the feast day of his name. This year it falls on a Sunday. A 

ñnewò St. Nick will be visiting with the children at the conclusion of church. 

 

December 20: the Choir will be offering their Holiday cantata, ñWhat 

Child is This?ò during the 10:00 service. This is always a special musical 

offering. 

 

December 24: 

4:00 p.m.  Family Serviceðincluding the pageant. Plan to be there 

early, as this service is always packed. 

 

10:30 p.m. Candlelight Serviceðincluding the Lessons and Carols. 

We have a sign- up sheet for readers for those lessons. You do not have to be a 

regular reader (Lector) in order to read for this.  

 

December 25: 

10:00 a.m. Service 

 

 

 
Special Note: We are always grateful for Megan Reardon for her work editing our Chant newsletter. 

Recently she has had some computer problems. She has a new computer, but hasnôt had 

the chance to get it up and running. So we are doing this monthôs Chant in the office. The 

gremlins are attacking here as well, as we have had phone line problems preventing us 

from getting online. We hope to back in order by next monthôs Chant. 
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Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ, 

 

New yearðnew beginnings. Wouldnôt it be nice if we could just wipe the slate clean and start fresh 

each year? I dearly wish I could wipe away the times I have failed this past year, the pain I have caused 

by what I have or have not done. It would be wonderful to erase the economic news and start with a 

clean balance- both for our country and personally. We could do away with conflicts, terrorism, abuse, 

and the many ways humans hurt and destroy one another. Wouldnôt it be niceé 

Unfortunately, it doesnôt work that way. We canôt just erase and start anew--- except in our faith. We 

are blessed to have a God who has come to us in his only Son. In that gift we receive things we cannot 

give ourselves: forgiveness, reconciliation, rightness before our Father in heaven. We canôt erase from 

our memories the hurts we have felt at the hands of others. God can. He has the power to forget our sins, 

to not hold them against us, to completely let them go. 

The best we can do is to let the power of the hurt go. We may never forget, but we can choose to let 

Godô healing be at work in us, to let the power of that memory go. It is said that when we harbor anger 

at someone, that person is living ñrent freeò in our head. In a sense, they are using our energy, our 

thoughts, our feelingsðand yet perhaps being totally oblivious even to having hurt us! Through the 

mercy of our God, we can actually choose to forgive without the other person being involved. It is a 

matter of deciding to not let that hurt have control. I still remember visiting a 90 year old woman in the 

hospital. She was a delight, and shared with me about her long life, concluding: ñLife is too short [at 

90!] for anger. I have found it vital to ask Godôs help in this, and to remember his forgiveness of my 

sins. 

The other thing we can to is to give Him thanks. I have just purchased a couple of books on the 

power of giving thanks. As a recent article about this said: ñThanking can bring benefits of health and 

well-being, but not if only practiced once a year. That is like going to a gym once a year for a workout 

and expecting to be fit.ò While it is so easy to have myopic vision regarding our troubles, the practice of 

giving thanks can restore perspective. 

We are being given a gift- a new year. Our God has blessed us with living in the most affluent 

society on earth. I just read the Cubans will be celebrating in 2010, as the ban on toasters will finally be 

lifted! We are struggling with a weak economy, and several with loss of jobs. We do have clean water, 

enough food to survive (and more), and a safe place to live. And we have that most precious gift of allð

life. 

So what are your plans for 2010? How are you going to use this precious gift? Will let it be 

consumed by anger or resentment, or let it be hidden to waste away in fear, or to be submerged in 

sorrow? I invite you to make a resolution for this coming yearðto make a difference in someoneôs life 

for the sake of the gospel. Let someone know of the transforming love of God in Jesus, and the healing 

power of the Holy Spirit. Touch someone with Godôs mercy and grace. You can make a difference, 

make the world just one more bit better. Many of you are already doing this, so celebrate that fact as you 

enter the year, giving thanks to God. 

 

What I'm getting at, friends, is that you should simply keep on doing what you've done from the 
beginning. When I was living among you, you lived in responsive obedience. Now that I'm separated 
from you, keep it up. Better yet, redouble your efforts. Be energetic in your life of salvation, reverent 
and sensitive before God. That energy is God's energy, an energy deep within you, God himself 
willing  and working at what will give him the most pleasure. Do everything readily and cheerfullyñ

no bickering, no second-guessing allowed! Go out into the world uncorrupted, a breath of fresh air in 
this squalid and polluted society. Provide people with a glimpse of good living and of the living God. 
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Carry the light -giving Message into the night so I'll have good cause to be proud of you on the day 
that Christ returns.   Philippians 2:12-16 (The M essage translation) 
 

Your brother in Christðseeking to live a better life in the new year, 

Fr. Todd + 

 

 

 

 

The Youth Group has several fun events planned in addition to their regular meetings. Here are some of 

them for the coming weeks: 

 

On December 19 we are going to Colorado Mills Mall to help support the 

National Sports Center for the Disabled in their annual fund raiser of wrapping 

Christmas gifts. We will wrap from 1:00 ï about 5:00, then have dinner and go 

to a movie (probably The Christmas Story). 

 

December 31, a New Year's Eve Lock In Blast.  Movies, karaoke, games, fellowship, food...  

Bring sleeping bags, pillows, and overnight necessities.  It will be a safe, fun way to spend 

New Year's Eve.  The youth group can bring in the new year together.  We still need adults to 

help make this happen. 

  

January 24, -  Ice Skating at Evergreen Lake (weather permitting) 

  

February 13  -  Romantic Dinner and a Movie  fundraiser.  
  

February 26 - 27, 30 Hour Famine Lock In.  Another overnighter, bring sleeping bags, 

pillows, etc.  We will break the fast on Saturday. 

 

Also ï registration will soon be here for the 2 10 :

! at Frontier Ranch in Buena Vista. It will be the weekend of April 16 ï 18. We had five attend 

the last diocesan weekend and are looking forward to more attending this one. As a special part of the 

event, they offer three ñTreksò for groups of twelve. One is for music, another for drama, and a third for 

group leadership. These will fill up quickly, so now is the time to register for those. 

 

We give thanks for the blessing of Brinda Pumphrey stepping up to help plan these events. Please give 

her your support! 

 

 

 




